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Dear Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT - RULES 1 .97 AND 1 .98 

The publications listed on the attached PTO Form, comprise art of which applicants 
are aware which may be material to the examination of this application and for which there may 
be a duty to disclose in accordance with Rule 1.56. This Statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made nor an admission that any information referred to 
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herein is in fact material to patentability. 

Choudbury, et al U.S. Pat. 5,520,666 issued May 28, 1996 discloses a needle 
type medical valve in which a resilient slitted valve member is moved over a rigid cannula to open 
the valve. 

Villancourt U.S. Pat. 5,669,891 issued Sep. 23, 1997 discloses a needle type 
female Luer connector having a floating hollow needle which pierces a slitted resilient septum as 
a male Luer part engages and pushes the septum over the needle. 

Bonaldo U.S. Pat. 5,947,954 issued Sept. 7, 1999 discloses a needleless luer 
actuated medical connector. 

Lopez U.S. Pat. 6,132,403 issued October 17, 2000 discloses a medical valve 
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spike past the seal to open the valve and allow fluid to flow through the hollow spike. The seal 
may have a wall consisting of a plurality of ringed or toroidal portions that collapse in accordian 
like fashion. 

Bonaldo U.S. Pat. 6,364,869 issued April 2, 2002 discloses a medical flowline 
connector with a slitted resilient stopper which is opened by the end of an axially extending 
elongated post configured with lobes defining flow passageways alongside the post. The stopper 
may have an accordian like skirt. 

Lopez U.S. patent application No. 2002/0 138047A1 published September 26, 2002, 



like the Lopez '403 patent mentioned above, discloses a needleless medical valve having a hollow 
spike which passes through a resilient seal to move openings near the end of the spike past the seal 
to open the valve and allow fluid to flow through the hollow spike. The seal may have a wall 
consisting of a plurality of ringed or toroidal portions that collapse in accordion like fashion. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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